Survive, Strive, and Thrive: An Ecofeminist Interpretation of The Color Purple by 李萍萍
 
学校编码：10384                              分类号_______密级 ______ 





硕 士 学 位 论 文 
  Survive, Strive, and Thrive: An Ecofeminist Interpretation  
of The Color Purple 
     生存·抗争·共荣——《紫色》的生态女性主义解读 
李萍萍 
 
指导教师姓名： 刘 文 松 教 授  
专 业 名 称： 英 语 语 言 文 学  
论文提交日期： 2 0 1 0 年 4 月  
论文答辩时间： 2 0 1 0 年   月  
学位授予日期： 2 0 1 0 年    月  
 
 
答辩委员会主席：           
                              评    阅    人：           
                              






















另外，该学位论文为（                            ）课题（组）
的研究成果，获得（               ）课题（组）经费或实验室的



































（     ）1.经厦门大学保密委员会审查核定的保密学位论文，
于   年  月  日解密，解密后适用上述授权。 







                             声明人（签名）： 






























This M. A. thesis aims to explore The Color Purple from an ecofeminist 
perspective. Based on other feminist thoughts and theories, and with a unique 
perspective, ecofeminism is one important stage in the feminist evolution. By placing 
women's sufferings and environmental deterioration in systems of oppression, 
ecofeminism provides a new and broader vision for understanding the human situation 
and nature. Alice Walker has a profound ecofeminist sense, which is displayed in her 
preoccupation with the plight of the black, their relationship with the white in a 
patriarchal and dualized society, and the reciprocal bonds between human beings and 
nonhuman nature. Although Walker uses the word "womanism" to show her 
unremitting concern with the lives and rights of black women, her efforts in revealing 
the oppression of the black and her love for nonhuman nature lead her further into 
disclosing the connections of the oppression of women and the destruction of 
nonhuman nature. The popularity of The Color Purple lies to a large extent in the 
ecofeminist sense Walker demonstrates in her writing, and an ecofeminist reading of 
this novel means a better understanding of the relationship between men and women 
as well as people of different races and backgrounds, and the relationship between 
humans and nonhuman nature. Based on a close reading of The Color Purple, the 
masterpiece of Alice Walker, and mainly from the perspective of ecofeminism, this 
thesis aims to explore the domination and subjugation of women and nature shown in 
this novel.  
The thesis consists of an introduction, four chapters, and a conclusion. The 
Introduction provides the general information on the author, the main characteristics 
of her writing, the development of her ecofeminist sense, and the essential criticism 
on The Color Purple. Through the Introduction, readers can learn that an ecofeminist 
interpretation will help them see the reason why, despite some poignant criticism, The 















    Chapter One gives an introduction of four major forms of feminism, as the 
evolvement of feminism embodies the increasingly enhanced feminist awareness. Due 
to different social and historical contexts accompanying its development, each form of 
feminism has its own standpoint and perspective; nevertheless, they can always come 
to an agreement on issues of women's oppression. Ecofeminism sees the 
interconnections of feminism and ecology and takes as its main focus the disclosing of 
the oppression of women and the domination of nature by putting them in the systems 
of oppression. Ecofeminism makes it possible for a further understanding of the 
situation of women and nonhuman nature, and as concerns for this situation are 
everywhere to see in Walker's writing, it is viable to interpret The Color Purple from 
an ecofeminist perspective. 
Chapter Two aims to analyse the oppression of women and the domination of 
nature in The Color Purple. Dualism and the patriarchal conceptual framework are 
two factors responsible for the systems of oppression in the Western society. Under 
the influence of Christian ideology and patriarchal conventions, women and 
nonhuman nature are thought of as inferior to men; their existence is largely 
backgrounded and instrumentalised as men take the center stage. To maintain a 
superior position and his overwhelming arrogance, man has tried every means to 
degrade women and exploit nature. This chapter exposes five approaches (also main 
features of dualism) most applied in the oppression of women and the domination of 
nature. 
Chapters Three and Four elaborate the zig-zag struggle of black women, which 
further contributes to the disclosure of the dualism and Christian theological heritage 
embedded in various forms of oppression. Chapter Three focuses on the socialist 
feminist struggle in The Color Purple, which is quite effective but only considered as 
a preliminary stage for a better life, the stage of survival. Chapter Four functions as an 
elaboration of ecofeminist struggles in this novel, a method for the thriving of both 
black women and men, human beings and nonhuman nature. Different from the 
possible gloom and pessimistic emotional effect this novel deals on readers when 















prospect from the author's righteous descriptions of men and women alike. 
The thesis reaches the conclusion that by diving deep into the domination and 
subjugation of the black women, Alice Walker shows her profound understanding of 
systems of oppression, not only those among the blacks, but also among people as a 
whole, who live under a patriarchal and dualistic conceptual framework. The Color 
Purple is more than an embodiment of Walker's womanism, as is often claimed to be; 
it is also a reflection of the traditional patriarchal conceptual framework and the 
interconnection between the human and nonhuman world; and most importantly, 
Walker succeeds in showing a direction for common existence and a way to a 
harmonious world. It is a story about the importance to survive, the need to strive, and 
most essentially, the method to thrive both in the past and at present. 
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As a renowned African-American writer, Alice Walker (1944- ) has always been 
highly praised for her contribution to literature through which she conveys her ideas 
and observations on the inner world and the outside reality facing her people. It's 
undeniable that Walker is engaged in issues concerning black women with whom she 
can identify. In her fictions and interviews, Walker is frank about her effort to depict 
the status quo of black women from whom she learns the richness of spirituality, the 
miserable reality, hence exploring the deep-rooted causes for their sufferings.  
    Walker's writings abound in witty language, profound emotions, and righteous 
expressions, the inspiration of which comes from her life experiences. Born in 
Eatonton, Geogia, Walker was raised in the southern town where most African 
Americans labour at their job of tenant farming. The hardship of the southern black 
has found its way into her later writing, and the black vernacular also becomes one 
important feature of her fictions. When her right eye became blinded from an accident 
at the age of eight, Walker was too shy and timid to face others and retreated to her 
own world. This handicap of her eye eventually resulted in her writer's voice as she 
began to read stories, write poems, and became a shrewd observer of human relations 
and interconnections. In an interview with O'Brien, she said that 
    I believe… that it was from this period--from my solitary, lonely position, 
the position of an outcast--that I began really to see people and things, really to 
notice relationships and to learn to be patient enough to care about how they 
turned out ... I retreated into solitude, and read stories and began to write poems. 
(O'Brien, 1973: 187) 
Owing to this observation, Alice Walker becomes one of the country's best-selling 
writers of fiction, and more than ten million copies of her books are in print. Walker 
has become an outstanding spokesperson and symbol for womanism and has aroused 















The particular black and female focus of Walker's writing has been recognized by 
critics and reviewers, which is followed by diversified and often controversial 
comments. Issues concerning race and gender are frequently explored by Walker, and 
it is not surprising when considering her identity as a black woman and the social 
reality in Western society. Walker coined the word "womanism" to describe her 
philosophical stance and show her appreciation of women, black women in particular. 
Walker knows what it is like to be a woman in a patriarchal society, and to be a black 
woman (especially a poor one) in a dualized Western society where the white are 
considered to be superior to the black. She affirms in an interview that she is 
"committed to exploring the oppressions, the insanities, the loyalties, and the triumphs 
of black women" (Walker, 1983: 250). And for her, "black women are the most 
fascinating creations in the world" (ibid, 251). 
    Among the numerous works of this prolific writer, The Color Purple has been 
much read and reviewed since its publication in 1982. As a matter of fact, it has 
become Walker's most famous novel, and further secured her literary reputation by 
winning the Pulitzer Prize (the first for African-American women) and the National 
Book Award in 1983, a year after its publication. In 1985, Steven Spielberg adapted it 
into a film which won the Academy Award nomination and in 1986 this novel topped 
the New York Times bestseller list. The popularity of The Color Purple is on the rise 
and it is being translated into twenty more languages and introduced into many 
countries. Peter S. Prescott presented his opinion in a Newsweek review that "The 
Color Purple is an American novel of permanent importance, that rare sort of book 
which (in Norman Mailer's felicitous phrase) amounts to 'a diversion in the fields of 
dread'" (Prescott, 1982: 67). One important feature of The Color Purple is its skillful 
manipulation of southern black vernacular and its epistolary form. By applying 
vernacular, Walker realizes her goal of presenting her characters the way they are like. 
She thinks highly of Zora Neale Hurston and her vernacular style is obviously a 
development of the latter's:  
Zora Neale Hurston was never afraid to let her characters be themselves, 
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